ANNA, Il
Home of the Annabelle Hydrangea
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The Annabelle Hydrangea was discovered in Anna, IL.  The native shrub Hydrangea arborescens ‘Annabelle’ grows wild in partly shady and moist soils in southern Illinois.  It grows 4 feet tall with large white flowers and dark green foliage, and blooms from early to late summer. 

The story of Annabelle is one of a pass-along plant that was shared by several generations of gardeners before it was "discovered" and made available to the gardening world at large. It hit the nursery trade in 1962, made available by the late J.C. McDaniel, the long time plant breeder and professor of horticulture at the University of Illinois. McDaniel had seen the plant in an Urbana garden in 1960 and traced it back to the southern Illinois farming community of Anna where gardeners grew it all over town. (and is still being seen all over yards in Anna)

On inquiry, McDaniel found the plant had been discovered by Harriet Kirkpatrick in 1910. She was riding her horse through the woods of Union County (probably today what is part of the Shawnee National Forest) when she spied the plant and recognized it as something special. Later, she and her sister Amy returned and dug the plant up and took it their garden on Chestnut Street in Anna. McDaniel named the plant for these two belles from Anna. 

https://www.uaex.edu/yard-garden/resource-library/plant-week/hydrangea-annabelle-7-3-08.aspx

Annabelle Festival
Held the second weekend in June on Friday and Saturday
We invite you to enjoy all the area has to offer.
Anna, IL is located in Union County, amid the Shawnee National Forest, and the Shawnee Hills Wine Trail.
Downtown Main Street, Anna
(Hours are Subject to Change)

Annabelle Market, 
Brick House Grill, 
Kiki’s Coffee House

Davis Pastry & Bakery

Stinson Memorial Library
Places of Interest Near Anna
Lincoln – Douglas Debate site, Lincoln Memorial Park, Jonesboro
Bass Farms, 45 Depper Rd (off of State Highway Rt. 51), 893-2600.  Produce shop.
StarView Vineyards, 5100 Wing Hill Rd (East of Cobden, take E. Ash), 893-9463.

Lincoln Heritage Winery, 772 Kaolin (southwest of Cobden), 833-3783.
Need lodging? A motel, boutique Inn, cabins, cottages and vacation rentals are located in Union County.  The Southernmost Illinois website (listed below) is a good source for information.

Calendar of Events

June (second Fri & Sat.): Annabelle Fest
June (weekends): U-Pick Lavender Farm, 480 Brown Section Rd, (west of Cobden).
August: Union County Fair.
Nov./Dec. Carols by Candlelight
Dec. (first Sat.): Christmas….
web Contacts

www.shawneewinetrailbb.com (lodging)

www.shawneewinetrail.com (wineries)
www.southernmostillinois.com
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