[image: ]Roam for Gnomes on a Winter Adventure at Giant City State Park
[bookmark: _81capiadssfx]Tucked in the stunning Shawnee National Forest, Giant City State Park is a hidden gem offering a unique experience for outdoor enthusiasts, families, and light adventure travelers. One of the park's highlights is the annual wintertime “Gnome Roam”, inviting visitors to explore seven different trails while searching for whimsical winter gnome sculptures scattered along the trails, just waiting to be discovered. The park provides a magical setting for adventure seekers in December and January when the Gnome Roam commences! 
[bookmark: _tc9kx614ohb5]The Trails
The Gnome Roam meanders through a picturesque landscape of seven well-maintained trails, offering a perfect balance of natural beauty and exploration. These relatively easy trails are accessible to most ages and skill levels. The paths wind through towering trees, sandstone rock formations (the “Giants” of Giant City), and ephemeral creeks, with each twist revealing the park's serene environment.
Winter on the trails can be magical. The sun glistening on icicles and frostflowers, alongside sightings of forest creatures like deer and woodpeckers, creates a striking contrast with the landscape. As you wander, take a moment to pause and soak in the sights and sounds of nature. Listen for the crunch of leaves or snow underfoot and the gentle rustle of branches swaying in the winter breeze. Keep an eye out for a variety of wildlife, making this a perfect outing for nature lovers.
Dress warmly in layers, and don’t forget your phone or camera—the gnomes make fantastic photo ops against the wintry backdrop, and there are even rewards for finding them!
[bookmark: _nrlce2c2wtl2][image: ]
Explore the Gnome Roam on These Trails:
· Giant City Nature Trail: 1 mile
· Devil’s Stand Table Trail: 1/3 mile
· Indian Creek Trail: ¾ mile with a creek
· Arrowwood Trail: ⅓ mile next to the Visitor’s Center
· Post Oak Trail: ⅓ mile with paved access
· Trillium Trail: 2 miles with sandstone bluffs; a more rugged trail
· Stone Fort Trail: ⅓ mile (one of 11 late woodland Indigenous sites in Illinois)



Each of the seven trails has a rosy-cheeked gnome hidden on the trail… and those sneaky guys move around! When visitors find one, they should record the date, trail name, and what the gnome is holding or snap a picture of the gnome… even better, take a selfie with the gnome! 
When visitors have completed the trails (over a day or two, or up to two months!), they take their proof (the list or the photos - all seven) to the Giant City Visitor Center for a cool gnome patch. The Visitor Center is open every day from 8 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. (Please note that hours may change around the holidays.)
[bookmark: _iyvwnfjkx80z]Tips for Hiking in December & January
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1. Dress in Layers: While the winter here is general mild, winter weather can be unpredictable, so dress in layers to stay comfortable during your hike. 
2. Check Trail Conditions: Before heading out, check the weather. Winter weather can impact accessibility, be prepared.
3. Pack Essentials: Bring water, snacks, and a small first aid kit. Hiking sticks can be helpful for trails that involve a climb. Even on shorter hikes, being prepared for the unexpected is essential.
4. Capture the Magic: Be sure to charge your devices—phone or camera—to capture photos with the gnome sculptures along the trails. The trails are open from dawn until dusk, seven days a week.
Dining Options
After a day of hiking, you’ll want to refuel with some delicious local cuisine. 
The 17th Street Barbecue, Murphysboro
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Located in Murphysboro, just a short drive from the park, The 17th Street Barbecue is a must-visit for anyone craving hearty, smoky flavors. This award-winning barbecue joint serves up mouthwatering ribs, pulled pork, and brisket, all slow-cooked to perfection. The cozy atmosphere and friendly staff make it an ideal spot for families or friends to enjoy a relaxed meal together.
[bookmark: _6at1x3e0kx5l]

Sunny Street Cafe, Carbondale
Another local favorite is Sunnyside Cafe in Carbondale. This charming diner offers a diverse menu featuring breakfast (served all day), brunch, and lunch. The warm, welcoming atmosphere and friendly service make it a perfect spot to unwind after a day outdoors—or to fuel up before hitting the trails.
Several nearby options cater to various tastes and budgets. 
[bookmark: _ka58pctxf0nj]



Lodging Suggestions
[bookmark: _4hpnn3a4tpck]Makanda Inn & Cottages
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For a cozy and inviting stay, consider the Makanda Inn and Cottages, near the park. This charming inn and cottages feature comfortable rooms with warm hospitality making it a great choice for families and couples looking for a relaxing retreat.
[bookmark: _efpk0bki449s]


The Cabins at Sunrise Hill
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For unique and comfortable accommodations near Giant City State Park and the surrounding attractions, The Cabins at Sunrise Hill has several cabins, all A-Frame construction with breathtaking views. 
There are several nearby options that cater to various preferences and budgets.


Visiting the Gnome Roam at Giant City State Park combines the beauty of nature with a touch of whimsy. From hiking among mesmerizing forests and gnome sculptures to enjoying local culinary delights and cozy accommodations, your winter getaway promises to be filled with adventure and lasting memories. Embrace the spirit of exploration and create your winter tale in this beautiful corner of Southern Illinois. Whether you’re trekking with family or seeking a peaceful retreat, the Gnome Roam is sure to leave you with a smile and cherished memories!  Visit: www.southernmostillinois.com 
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